
Toledo Metroparks Van Trip 
 
***See red markings on maps indicating the best birding options at each location. 
Please note that you are not limited to these areas, they are just the areas we feel will 
be most productive.*** 
 
Possible Restroom Stops: 

• All of the metroparks should have restrooms open. 
 
Irwin Prairie 
 
 
Secor Metropark 
Secor Metropark is a park that can offer some fine birding, especially in the month of 
May.  Located west of Toledo and accessed from Central Avenue or Bancroft Road, 
Secor has some interesting breeding birds that are not easy to find along the lakeshore.  
Acadian Flycatcher, Pileated Woodpecker, Barred Owl, and Hooded Warbler all breed 
here within the large bottomland forest.  Secor can also be excellent for migrants.  
Roaming flocks can be encountered anywhere, but the wooded edges that border the 
National Center for Nature Photography and also Wolfinger Cemetery nearby are 
usually the best.  Virtually all birding can be done right from the roads or concrete 
pathways, but mosquitoes can be annoying even when in these areas, so be prepared. 
 
Tupelo Way:  This is the main road that traverses the park.  You can access Tupelo 
right from Central Avenue or Bancroft Road.  The more forested section lies near the 
Bancroft road entrance to the park.  The best bet is to park at the Meadowview Picnic 
area parking lot, and simply walk Tupelo drive in either direction.  Look and listen for 
Hooded Warblers, Acadian Flycatcher, Barred Owl, and Pileated Woodpecker. 
 
Lone Oak Picnic Area:  Mostly just an area to park that is near some good forested 
habitat.  Yellow-throated Vireos, Scarlet Tanagers, and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers should 
all be pretty vocal here.  Historically, Cerulean Warblers nested nearby but they haven't 
been found in recent years.  Worth keeping an ear open for, however.  Sometimes this 
area is good for migrants, especially along the edges of the woods. 
 
National Center for Nature Photography/Visitor Center area:  The open area around the 
main buildings here can offer some pretty decent birding.  Indigo Buntings, Orchard 
Orioles, and Brown Thrasher can be found in this area.  There is a Window on Wildlife 
that is worth checking to see if anything interesting is visiting the feeders.  There is also 
a clean restroom facility here. 
 
Wolfinger Cemetery:  Thought to be haunted, Wolfinger Cemetery is known to local 
birders as a good place to find migrants at Secor.  Anywhere along the wooded edges 
here can produce a wide variety of warblers, vireos, and other neotropical migrants. 
 



Wolfinger Road:  Wolfinger Road itself winds out of the park to the southeast, ending at 
Central Avenue.  There is more open habitat along Wolfinger Road, and it is almost 
always "birdy".  Blue-winged and Chestnut-sided Warblers nest along this stretch and 
things like Eastern Bluebirds, Eastern Towhees, and Wild Turkeys also frequent the 
area.  Wolfinger Road is one of the better places to encounter Connecticut Warbler from 
about May 15-June 1.  Listen for their song in the wet thickets.   
 
Irwin Road:  Irwin Road, on the east edge of the park, borders the same swamp forest 
that Tupelo Drive winds through on the west side.  Expect many of the same species 
here as you found along Tupelo. 
 
Wildwood Metropark 
This is the Metroparks' busiest property.  Accessed from Central Avenue, the main 
purpose for visiting Wildwood is to look for the breeding Yellow-throated Warblers and 
Louisiana Waterthrush.  The habitat at Wildwood is mostly upland forest (best accessed 
by walking the red trail), but the riparian corridor along the sycamore-lined Ottawa River 
is the attraction for birders. 
 
Manor House:  Access to the target species is via a wooden boardwalk/stairwell that is 
directly behind the Manor House.  To reach the Manor House, you will enter the park off 
of Central Avenue, and follow the main road all the way to its farthest parking area.  
From here, you will need to park, and walk a few hundred yards to the east/northeast to 
the Manor House.  There will be signs to point you in the right direction.  Along the way, 
pay attention to the treetops around you as this area can be decent for migrants at 
times.  Once at the Manor House, simply walk behind it and descend the wooden 
stairwell down to the stream valley.  Yellow-throated Warblers love the tops of the 
Sycamores, and are usually heard before they are seen.  Louisiana Waterthrush is less 
common, and harder to find.  But by walking up and down the path along the creek 
valley, you are maximizing your chances at both species. 
 
There is a trail system throughout the park and most have their share of birds to find.  
Since it is such a heavily trafficked park, not many birders take the time to explore.  The 
blue trail meanders along the floodplain and is probably your best bet for migrants. 
 
Pearson Metropark 
This area has been exceptional since the addition of the wetlands called Pearson North.  
Accessed from a parking lot along the north edge, these wetlands have been good for 
waterbirds, rails, and waterfowl. The main entrance to the south accesses a road 
through the old portion of the park. This park represents the “Black Swamp” forest that 
is the heritage of the region. Good passerine migrants can be found along the trails in 
the park. A good area to hit is the trail system around the lake and the Packer-
Hammersmith Center Window on Wildlife. 
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