








Catawba-Marblehead Van Trip 
 
***See red markings on maps indicating the best birding options at each location. 
Please note that you are not limited to these areas, they are just the areas we feel will 
be most productive.*** 
 
Possible Restroom Stops: 

• Several restrooms are available at East Harbor State Park 
• There is normally a port-a-potty at Meadowbrook Marsh 

 
Cedar Meadow Preserve 
Owned by Catawba Township, BSBO has had a large role in the development of the 
trails on this area. Park by the water tower and enter by the kiosk. This area holds a 
wide variety of habitats that provide for good variety in birds. This preserve is a good 
migrant magnet. The trail starts out going through a small woods that at one time 
contained the residence of the property. Large oaks provide good food foraging 
opportunities for passerines. The trail then traverses a shrub/scrub area that can be 
very good for landbirds. The trail opens up into the cedar meadow. This area is being 
actively managed to maintain a red cedar dominated area of open habitat and shrub. 
After passing through the openland the trail drops down into a remnant swamp woods 
that also contains a buttonbush swamp. This area can have a lot of activity with the big 
oaks, old orchard, and buttonbush. 
 
Catawba Point Preserve 
Also property of Catawba Township, this small parcel sets on the tip of the Catawba 
peninsula. On big movement days this area can hold large numbers of birds ready to 
start the island hop. It can be hot or cold due to its small size. I wouldn’t bother with it at 
all on a north or NE wind. 
 
East Harbor State Park 
This large and diverse area provides a lot of different habitats. It includes beach, 
wetlands, woodlands, some grasslands, and shrublands. The park can be very good 
along the beach front for passerines. With appropriate waterlevels shorebirds and 
waterbirds can be found as well in the various wetlands. Access is through the park 
entrance to the beach parking lots (#1 & #2 on map). There is also a small parking area 
to the north (#3 on map) that provides access to some of the wetlands and bay. 
Northeast winds may make the beach front wooded habitats poor but the size of the 
area allows for investigating habitats off the immediate lakefront. 
 
Great Egret Marsh 
This new property of The Nature Conservancy presently provides some open water, 
shallow water, and upland habitats. A small willow break west of the parking lot can be 
good for migrants. This area will be under a massive restoration project over the next 
few years and will only improve over time. 
 



Meadowbrook Marsh 
This area provides good woodland, shrub, and shallow wetlands habitats. It can hold 
good numbers of migrants and waterbirds. Paved and grass trails provide for ease of 
access. 
 
Marblehead Lighthouse 
This small property that houses the famous Marblehead Lighthouse can be tremendous 
on SW winds during migration. Along with the passerines a good view of the lake can 
provide waterbirds on occasion. Check here for loons and grebes. 
 
Lakeside Daisy Preserve 
Property of the Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves this small parcel is best 
known for the endangered Lakeside daisy. It can hold migrants but probably wouldn’t be 
a priority of trip leaders. 
 
Dempsey Fish Access 
This area has been added as a time filler that may provide for waterbirds on the open 
bay. Landbirds are possible along the edges of the parking lot. 
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