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The dust is still settling (or perhaps | should say the mud is still drying!), but we
wanted to thank everyone who joined us for the Biggest Week In American Birding.

The official total for the event was 225 species, including highlights such as American
White Pelicans, Upland Sandpipers, displaying Bobolinks and American Woodcocks, 37 of
the 38 eastern wood warblers (the exception being the more southern-ranged Swainson's
Warbler), one hybrid, the Brewster's Warbler, and of course, one very photogenic
Kirtland's Warbler.

Some fun facts include: ODNR estimated that more than 50,000 people visited the area
from May 1 - May 15, sales of more than 80 Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamps, Federal Duck
Stamps, and Jr. Duck Stamps (that's just from BSBO, not sure of numbers sold at Ottawa
and Magee), 44 states represented in the event registration, and people visiting from
Spain, Kenya, Guam, Japan, Ecuador, England, Canada, The Netherlands, New Zealand,
Sweden, Germany, Denmark, and Mexico; the Lake Erie Marsh Region was truly a
melting pot during the event.

Additional highlights were hearing many people say that the event had inspired them to
come out and try birding for the very first time. The festival also introduced hundreds (if
not thousands) of birders to other great birding areas along the Lake Shore. BSBO
handed out approximately 7500 free copies of birding area maps and directions to places
like Mallard Club Marsh, East Harbor State Park, Toussaint Wildlife Area, Pickerel Creek,
and Oak Openings Preserve Metropark.

There just aren’t words to express our gratitude to the multitude of volunteers who made
this event possible. Volunteers came from across Ohio, and from Texas, Florida,
Colorado, Indiana, lllinois, California, and Michigan. It was truly the ultimate example of
teamwork and we thank you all for the incredible effort you all put into this event. From
driving busses to handing out registration packets, directing traffic and making copies of
maps, serving hot coffee and acting as room monitors, volunteers led the charge and
made the event fun for everyone.

Thank you all, so much!



